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ARTscend Marys Peak 
 
Contact:  
David Eckert – Marys Peak Alliance of Alliance for Recreation & Natural Areas (AFRANA) 
deckert@willamettewatershed.com – (541) 230-1237 
https://www.afrana.org/programs/maryspeakalliance     
 
Description: 
ARTscend Marys Peak is an annual program to inspire artists to appreciate the ecological, physical, cultural 
and aesthetic values of Marys Peak and to produce artwork about Marys Peak. We take local visual artists to 
spend a day (Summer Solstice in June) on Marys Peak with our certified interpretive guides. Depending upon 
the interests and capabilities of the artists, we can take them either to viewpoints, the summit, meadows, a 
unique Noble fir forest, a blooming natural rock garden, creeks waterfalls and other special features of the 
Peak. The guides focus on showing and explaining the ecological, physical and cultural attributes of Marys 
Peak. Over the summer, the participating artists create one or more pieces of art that was inspired by their 
day on Marys Peak.  The artwork is then displayed throughout downtown Corvallis during the month of 
September. A special showing is prepared for the evening of the September Corvallis Art Walk (CAW), which 
occurs near the Fall Equinox. Ten percent (10%) of the artwork sales are donated to the Marys Peak Alliance 
to support the “Students to the Peak” program, where we take over 500 local students to Marys Peak each 
year. 

Timeframe:  
This is our first year. We are holding our first show on September 20, 2018, with the artwork on display in 
most of the galleries throughout the month of September. 

Funding: 
We have minimal funds, but need additional funds to continue into the future. This year our funding sources 
are the Marys Peak Group of the Sierra Club, the Marys Peak Alliance and volunteer hours and gifting by 
participants. We will need additional funds to expand and improve the program for our second year. 

Equity and Accessibility:  
Anyone can participate. There are no fees or entry costs. We provide transportation to Marys Peak for those 
who need it. Neither hiking nor other mobility requirements inhibit participation. 

Approvals:  
We only need annual approvals of the galleries and institutions that participate. We are flexible in regards to 
where the artwork is displayed, so we are not beholden to any institution or gallery. 

Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives: 
CC2: Variety of Arts & Entertainment Venue 
CC5: Tourism & Visitor Attractions  
ES2: Community Affordability  
 
Partners: 
The U.S. Forest Service, The Marys Peak Group of the Sierra Club, Corvallis Art Walk and 7 local institutions 
for the showing of the art – The Majestic Theater, Arts in the Valley Gallery, New Morning Bakery, Old World 
Deli, Pegasus Gallery, The Hold Gallery and The Art Center.  

mailto:deckert@willamettewatershed.com
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Space Study: Venues and Housing for a Creative 
Community 

 
Contact:  
Arts & Culture Advisory Board (ACAB) Chair  
City Parks and Recreation Department Assistant Director 
 
Description: 
Conduct an inventory to identify existing venues for engaging in the arts, including performance 
centers as well as learning and creating spaces. Specialized housing options for artists and 
performers will be addressed. Interview and survey artists, art-related businesses, and art 
supporters to identify the needs for venues and supporting spaces. Determine the gap between 
current resources and anticipated needs. With partners, begin a process of prioritizing needs, 
identifying strategies, and acquiring resources to expand existing spaces and add new facilities to 
support the arts and artists. 
 
Timeframe: 
ACAB has passed a motion making this a goal. We are just beginning to scope the project. We 
anticipate approximately one year each for phases one (1) and two (2); one (1) year for phases 
three (3) and four (4). 
 
Funding: 
We will be using volunteers, both ACAB members and members of partner organizations to begin 
the work. Funds for the study can be sought through grants. Funds for capital improvement will be 
identified during phases three (3) and four (4).  

 
Approvals: 
There is nothing needed for phases one (1) through three (3), unless grants are sought. Funds for 
capital improvements will be identified during phases three (3) and four (4).  
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives: 
Create & Celebrate - CC2: Variety of Arts & Entertainment Venues, and other C&C objectives 
Engage & Support – ES2: Community Affordability 

Sponsor:  
The City's Arts and Culture Advisory Board 
 
Partners: 
OSU School of Arts & Communication 
Parks and Recreation Department, City of Corvallis 
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Athletics at the Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis 
 
Contact:  

Helen Higgins, Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis 
hhiggins@bgccorvallis.org – (541) 757-1909 
http://www.bgccorvallis.org/ 

Description 

In our community, the Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis (BGCC) is the primary provider of elementary 
and middle school developmental sports that prepare youth for high school sports and a life of 
healthy physical activity. Utilizing program materials developed by our national affiliate, Boys & 
Girls Club of America, we proactively prepare youth in Corvallis for a lifetime of healthy habits with 
the following afterschool sports programs: basketball, volleyball, cheerleading, track & field, T-ball, 
and flag football. Summer camps and clinics provide opportunities for elementary and middle 
school-aged youth to learn introductory skills in sports including archery and baseball skill 
development. Our athletics philosophy is built on strong coaching and mentoring, athletic and 
personal skill development, and ensuring that each athlete has rewarding experiences that keeps 
them coming back year after year to stay active. Afterschool athletics programs give youth a chance 
to build a lasting healthy physical regimen and learn to meet the US Department of Health and 
Human Services Guidelines that recommend 60 minutes of vigorous daily physical activity. With the 
addition of a gym in our high school teen center, we will be expanding recreational opportunities 
for youth who do not make high school sports teams. 

 
Following each season, survey responses will help us evaluate and improve coach engagement, and 
athletes’ physical and personal skill development. We solicit responses for improvement and/or 
modification for the implementation and execution of each sport. The following measures show the 
impact of our athletics program: 

Ninety percent (90%) of youth and families have positive experiences. 
Sixty-Five percent (65%) of youth report exercising for sixty (60) minutes per day. 

 
Timeframe 

The Club offers athletics programs year-round. Sports are offered quarterly with summer dedicated 
to introducing unique athletic opportunities to a variety of youth with a summer camp structure. 
Camps and clinics include archery and basketball, volleyball, track & field, cheer, flag football, and 
basic baseball skills. All of The Club’s services are offered as a response to our community’s needs. 
Our Club began as a youth serving athletic organization after our school district cut athletics 
programs due to funding. In 2012, we recognized a need for girls’ athletics programs and altered 
our programs to increase opportunities for girls, who have increasingly participated in sports after 
strategic recruitment and programmatic developments. Currently girls’ participation and boys’ 
participation are equal. The Club serves 1,200 youth in athletics currently. 
 
Funding 

Funds are always in need to support our athletics programs and to keep participation and uniform 
costs low for families who cannot afford the more expensive and exclusive sports offered privately 
in our community. We charge a participation fee for all sports with a sliding scale based on income. 
We recruit sponsors for teams to subsidize the actual costs of our youth sports program. 

mailto:hhiggins@bgccorvallis.org
http://www.bgccorvallis.org/
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Equity and Accessibility: 

Club leaders are trained in Pacific Education Group’s Beyond Diversity Courageous Conversations 
protocol to intentionally build equity in our service delivery and processes. We held a two-day 
training on September 12-13th. Together with our community partners, we will create an 
environment where staff not only understands multiple perspectives, but also seek to transform 
our service delivery so that socially dominant cultures are not establishing norms, which is 
counterproductive to our equity efforts. Future trainings will include more partners. The Club is 
fully accessible and meets ADA standards. 

Approvals:  

N/A 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives: 

LT6: Access to Healthy Lifestyles 
 

Partners: 

Jefferson Parks & Recreation 
Scio Youth Club 
Philomath Youth Activities Club 
Brownsville Rec Center 
Dallas Kids Inc. 
Central Youth Sports 
Boys & Girls Club of Albany 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Santiam. 
The Corvallis Elks Club, annual Basketball Hoop Shoot sponsor 
Corvallis Parks & Recreation 
Corvallis Public School District 
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Carbon Fee & Dividend  
 

Contact  
Carla Wise, Citizens’ Climate Lobby, Corvallis Chapter  
Carla476@gmail.com  
https://www.facebook.com/CCLCorvallis/, https://citizensclimatelobby.org/  
 
Description 
We are part of an international non-partisan organization working for the passage of Carbon Fee 
and Dividend, a climate change solution that economists and climate scientists say is the “best 
first-step” to preventing the worst impacts of a warming world.  A national, revenue-neutral carbon 
fee-and-dividend system would place a predictable, steadily rising price on carbon, with all fees 
collected (minus administrative costs) returned to households as a monthly energy dividend. 
Studies show that, in just 20 years, such a system could reduce carbon emissions to 50% of 1990 
levels while adding 2.8 million jobs to the American economy. 
 
To move this system forward locally, we will take the following steps:  
 

1. Prepare a resolution for endorsement for the City Council to adopt. 
2. Schedule an appointment with the Mayor to discuss placing the resolution on the City 

Council agenda for the next available regular City Council meeting, requesting the 
inclusion of informational materials in the meeting packet, and asking for 15 minutes 
to make a presentation and request a motion to adopt the resolution.   

3. Prior to the scheduled City Council meeting, contact a supportive City Councilor to 
make a motion, and another Councilor to second the motion, to adopt the resolution 
following the presentation. 

4. After the resolution has been adopted, CCL members will forward that endorsement to 
the national database of municipally adopted resolutions 
(https://citizensclimatelobby.org/endorsements/municipal/).      

5. CCL presenters will also request individual City Council members to personally endorse 
the CCL proposal.  

6. CCL members will request the City’s Public Information Officer to communicate the 
City's action in adopting the resolution, and present information to all City residents on 
how each person can individually endorse the CCL proposal. 

 
Why it is important: 
Three of the six sections of the Corvallis Climate Action Plan (Buildings & Energy, Land Use & 
Transportation, and Consumption & Waste) include a carbon pricing strategy that states, “Promote 
policies at the local, state and federal level that implement carbon-based fees or taxes.” The 
Citizens' Climate Lobby is presenting equitable, research-based federal legislation to charge a fee 
and return a dividend, to place a price on carbon, and to use the market to direct changes in 
behavior, resulting in the reduction of the use of carbon-intensive products. 
 
 

mailto:Carla476@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CCLCorvallis/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
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Outcomes: 
1. The Corvallis City Council will adopt a resolution endorsing the CCL proposal for a fee 

and dividend on carbon.  
2. Many individuals, including City Councilors and community members, will endorse the 

CCL proposal. 
3. Representative Peter DeFazio will take a position in support of the CCL proposal and 

work for its passage in Federal legislation. 
 
Measure of Success: 
The CCL Proposal (or similar proposal if modified in the legislative process) will pass through the 
United States Congress and be signed into law. Carbon pricing will begin, and a steady, measurable 
reduction in atmospheric carbon will occur. 
 
Further information about carbon fee and dividend can be found at the following website: 
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/carbon-fee-and-dividend/.  
 

Timeframe 
The Corvallis chapter of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby has conducted regular monthly meetings for 
several years.  Endorsement language and paperwork is ready for presentation to the Corvallis City 
Council for consideration and adoption. 
 
Funding 
No funding is required for this project. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
The effects of climate change disproportionately affect low-income people. Equal monthly 
dividends (or “rebates”) from carbon fees paid to every American household can help ensure that 
families and individuals can afford the energy they need during the transition to a greenhouse gas-
free economy. 
 
Approvals 
A resolution adopted by the Corvallis City Council is required. We will request placement on an 
upcoming City Council agenda, with time allocated to present an overview of information and a 
request to adopt the resolution. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
 
Partners 
N/A 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy  Consumption and Waste 

Land Use and Transportation 
 
 

 
Action Type: Mitigation 
 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
As the cost of carbon-based products go up, consumers will choose lower cost items that are fossil-
fuel-free and drive the economy to reduce the use of carbon in all aspects.  
 
Phased-in carbon fees on greenhouse gas emissions (1) are the most efficient, transparent, and 
enforceable mechanism to drive an effective and fair transition to a domestic-energy economy.  
They will stimulate investment in alternative-energy technologies, and give all businesses 
powerful incentives to increase their energy-efficiency and reduce their carbon footprints in order 
to remain competitive. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
The measures proposed in this legislation will benefit the economy, human health, the 
environment, and national security, even without consideration of global temperatures, because of 
correcting market distortions, reductions in non-greenhouse gas pollutants, reducing the outflow 
of dollars to oil-producing countries and improvements in the energy security of the United States. 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
In addition to gaining endorsement from the City Council, Mayor, and individual Councilors, the 
support for the Climate Fee and Dividend Plan would benefit from widespread distribution to 
residents of the City through the City newsletter and media contacts, requesting all citizens of the 
City sign on as endorsers and make repeated requests to Congressman Peter DeFazio to support 
and move this legislation forward. 
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City of Corvallis Community Solar Project 
 

Contact  
Dan Orzech, Oregon Clean Power Cooperative 
dan@oregoncleanpower.coop, (610) 650-7755 
www.oregoncleanpower.coop  
 
Description 
A three megawatt (3 MW) solar farm, to be located on the field at the city water treatment plant, 
and subscribed by Corvallis residents, businesses and organizations under SB 1547, Oregon's new 
Community Solar program. The project will be considered successful if we are able to complete an 
operating and fully subscribed solar farm by mid-next year. 
 

Timeframe 
New initiative. Beginning now, with feasibility / planning. There is a window of a couple of months 
to launch the project, after which it will likely be too late to use the Community Solar program. The 
solar farm is projected to go live in 2Q2019. 
 
Funding 
There are two stages of funding: development and construction. We are talking to early-stage 
investors about funding development. With development successfully completed, we do not expect 
any problem obtaining construction financing. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Any Pacific Power customer can subscribe to a Community Solar project, including renters and 
people of any income level. In addition, SB 1520 Community Solar projects are required to have 5% 
low-income subscribers. 
 
Approvals 
Various agreements are required, beginning with a letter of intent or MOU with the City. Various 
permits are required for construction, including city building permits and state environmental 
permits. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
 
Partners 
City of Corvallis 
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
Seeds for the Sol 

 

  

mailto:dan@oregoncleanpower.coop
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Date Accepted: 10/03/2018 

  

Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy  

 
 
Action Type: Mitigation  

 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
A significant increase in the amount of renewable energy powering the electrical grid in Corvallis, 
and accompanying reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
The project provides an opportunity for residents who are renters and homeowners whose 
properties are not suitable for solar to subscribe to solar energy. Through Community Solar, these 
subscribers will receive credit on their electricity bills for their share of the power produced. 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Contacts with City of Corvallis staff 
Other: Possibly referrals to early-stage investors 
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Corvallis Community Shared Solar 
 

Contact  
Dan Orzech, Oregon Clean Power Cooperative 
dan@oregoncleanpower.coop, (610) 650-7755 
www.oregoncleanpower.coop  
 
Description 
Community Shared Solar would use crowdsourced community investment to increase the amount 
of solar in Corvallis. The solar systems would be installed at local businesses, which can take 
advantage of the federal tax credits for solar. If we can locate additional funding, we would also 
install batteries, providing power to the community in the case of a grid outage during a natural 
disaster. We hope to include a small solar system at a nonprofit (such as Heartland Humane 
Society) in the project as well. 
 

Timeframe 
We have begun talking with local businesses, but do not have any that have signed up yet. The 
program can run through the end of next year, when the federal tax credits begin to decrease. 
 
Funding 
The initiative would be self-financing. The businesses installing the solar would provide most of 
the financing, with investment from individuals and organizations in the community providing 
most of the rest. The project would also take advantage of small grants that are available from 
Energy Trust of Oregon. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Not directly addressed. 
 
Approvals 
N/A 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
 
Partners 
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
Economic Vitality Action Team 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy   

 
 
Action Type: Mitigation 

 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
A significant increase in the amount of renewable energy powering the electrical grid in Corvallis, 
and accompanying reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. If we are able to fund batteries, we will 
have a high-visibility demonstration project for community resilience following natural disasters. 
 
300 metric tons CO2 reduction annually (Based on the annual production of 300,000 kWh of clean 
electricity (https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator) 
 
Goal: Install solar on 3-5 local businesses, in the next 12 months. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
Not directly addressed 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Suggested partners 
 

https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator
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Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy 
Program for Corvallis (C-PACE) 
 

Contact  
Kate Porsche, Corvallis-Benton County Economic Development Office 
Phil Warnock, Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments  
Kate.Porsche@corvallisoregon.gov, (541) 766-6416 
http://yescorvallis.org/  
 
Description 
Corvallis and Benton County are looking at implementing a C-PACE program in our communities. 
C-PACE is a financing mechanism that can fund up to 100% of clean energy projects. This financing 
tool has been used by local governments throughout the U.S. for decades and was authorized by 
the Oregon state legislature in 2009, and amended in 2014.  
 
The program supports energy efficiency, water conservation, renewable energy, and seismic 
building improvements and removes barriers to financing energy improvement projects. The 
premise being that energy improvements provide a public benefit because of the environmental 
benefits achieved by reducing carbon emissions. 
 
We believe C-PACE can help improve the region’s economic infrastructure, by retrofitting our old 
buildings to reduce energy consumption as well as incorporating energy-efficient components into 
new-construction projects. This will help improve the value, building performance, and 
marketability of the County’s commercial, industrial, and multifamily real estate. 
 
C-PACE not only leverages capacities between public and nonprofit sectors, but also the private 
sector. Other stakeholders to CPACE will include: building owners, lenders, contractors, and energy 
auditors.  We are starting to engage stakeholders and exploring a partnership with Multnomah 
County, Prosper Portland, and the Energy Trust of Oregon to see this come to fruition in our area. 
 

Timeframe 
The C-PACE initiative is underway, but still in the early days. The work began in the last year as the 
Sustainability Coalition’s EVAT began to explore C-PACE as a tool for our region. Staff from 
Corvallis and the COG have been involved since about March of this year. Since that time we have 
looped in Prosper Portland and Multnomah County. We are actively working on a letter of intent to 
define the relationship between our organizations. We anticipate rolling out the program in 2019. 
 
Funding 
C-PACE is its own financing tool. Authorized by the legislature, it uses the same basic property tax 
structure to secure financing for energy or seismic improvements to commercial buildings.  
Cost savings achieved by improved energy efficiency of the buildings are used to finance the 
improvements.  Loans are secured by a “benefit assessment” lien that has priority over all other 
encumbrances, other than regular property taxes.   

mailto:Kate.Porsche@corvallisoregon.gov
http://yescorvallis.org/
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Equity and Accessibility 
C-PACE makes energy investment accessible to small and medium size, as well as large-scale 
property owners. 
 
Components of the program can be structured to focus on disadvantaged, minority, and women-
owned firms (Portland has created a focus like this). 
Both building owners and tenants reap the net economic benefits from reduced energy costs 
We also believe there would be increased local economic activity due to production of local goods 
and services, and the potential for additional employment. 
 
Approvals 
Approvals 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
SS3: Community Resiliency  
SS6: Renewable Energy 
IP6: Balanced Economic Growth & Livability  
PC1: Mixed Use Development 
PC3: Diverse & Affordable Housing 
 
Partners 
Economic Vitality Action Team – Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
Corvallis-Benton County Economic Development Office 
Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy 

 
 
Action Type: Mitigation  

 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
Projects funded by C-PACE will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as the majority of C-PACE 
Projects (with the exception of seismic) will be funding energy-efficiency upgrades or components 
including installation of clean energy, renewable energy, and water conservation improvements. 
Examples of specific projects include: building envelope work (insulation, glazing, windows); 
boilers, chillers, and furnaces; automated building controls; combined heat and power systems; 
high efficiency lighting; solar; HVAC upgrades; hot water heating systems; water conservation 
measures; EV charging stations; on-site energy storage; and wind energy. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
The C-PACE initiative has a number of co-benefits including creating a healthy local economy, 
energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound economic investments, 
community livability, environmental quality, and equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members.  
A study for Multnomah County cited improvements in the following areas: net economic benefits to 
building owners and tenants from reduced energy costs, economic benefit to society through 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions, local economic activity due to production of local goods and 
services, increased personal income, increased employment. 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Contact with consulting experts 
Suggested partners 
Other: Connections to interested developers or potential partners would be very helpful. 
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Community Healthcare & Human Services Partnership 
to Benefit Youth and Families 
 

Contact  
Helen Higgins, Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis 
hhiggins@bgccorvallis.org, (541) 757-1909 
http://www.bgccorvallis.org/  
 
Description 
The first Club in Oregon and possibly the nation to offer medical, mental, and dental healthcare on 
our campus, the Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis is on the cutting edge of using co-location strategies 
and in-depth partnerships to increase access to services for youth and families. We are creating a 
new culture of care by bringing together youth social services and a healthcare team of 
professionals. Our vision will inspire applying innovative approaches and create solutions to solve 
persistent problems like generational poverty. The project will serve as a model for other small 
communities. 
 
Through our co-location, model and our community based strategies we will solve the following 
problems that affect the ability for youth and families to thrive: 

• Scattered health services for youth and adolescents  
• Disconnected medical providers and community social service providers  
• Persistent health inequities 
• Increased generational chronic health problems that require expensive, long-term care, 

and increased ER usage, a situation that was once present in dental until BGCC began 
offering dental services 

• A lack of community-based wellness research sites that can help us identify real-world 
solutions that will affect communities across the U.S. 

• Limited mental health access 
 
Our goals include: 

• Expanding and enhancing community partnerships that hold to our transformational 
vision 

• Integrating pediatric, adolescent, and mental health onsite that is dedicated to health 
and wellness 

• Integrating educational activities through the placement of graduate-level healthcare 
trainees  

• Reducing costly ER visits, as our team has done through dental services. 
• Launching an innovative research program with community institutional partners to 

study health equity outcomes. 
 

Timeframe 
The Johnson Dental Clinic is currently operating and began delivering services in 2008. Since then, 
the Johnson Dental Clinic has served nearly 10,000 youth and parents of Club members. The Brauti 

mailto:hhiggins@bgccorvallis.org
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Wellness Clinic opened on September 5, 2018. Adolescent prevention services will be offered in 
the coming years. The governance committee with Samaritan Health is in the process of being 
formed as BGCC and Samaritan engage our boards of directors and community partners with 
medical expertise in oversite of the vision and mission of our collaborative work. 
 
Funding 
The partnership needs funds to serve uninsured youth and insured youth with poor mental health 
coverage. We also need funds to support the collaboration in order to create the governance 
committee and ensure the long-term financial viability of the partnership. Funds are needed to add 
a person to lead research at the clinic and oversee grant-writing efforts to support research in the 
future. BGCC has an extensive list of foundations and donors that support regular operations. Other 
partners have similar funding resources. Some partners meet their financial needs with a fee-for-
service model. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Club leaders are trained in Pacific Education Group’s Beyond Diversity Courageous Conversations 
protocol to intentionally build equity in our service delivery and processes. We held a two-day 
training on Sept. 12-13. Benton County and non-profit partners participated in the training. 
Together we will create an environment where service providers not only understand multiple 
perspectives, but seek to transform service delivery so that socially dominant cultures are not 
establishing norms, which is counterproductive to our equity efforts. Future trainings will include 
Samaritan. The Club and medical/dental clinics are fully accessible and meet ADA standards. 
 
Approvals 
Approvals 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
ES1: Well-Being & Basic Needs 
LT1: Equitable, Accessible Health Care & Education 
LT6: Access to Health Care Services 
 
Partners 
Samaritan Health Services 
Benton County Health Department 
Western University of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Trillium Family Services 
Department of Human Services 
Old Mill Center for Children & Families 
Community Outreach (COI) 
CASA: Voices for Children 
Jackson Street Youth Services 
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Corvallis Carbon Offset Fund 
 

Contact  
Brian Lee, PhD, Corvallis Interfaith Climate Justice Committee (ICJC) 
bclee@peak.org, (541) 758-4697 
 
Description 
Residents, businesses, and organizations may choose to neutralize their carbon greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions by buying offsets that result in the prevention or capture of carbon GHG 
emissions. Proceeds will be distributed to selected, local organizations involved in clean energy 
production, vegetation planting, and restoration of carbon capturing lands. A local carbon offset 
fund has advantages over the several non-local funds that exist, and over donating directly to the 
local charitable organizations. The Corvallis Carbon Offset Fund seeks to: 

 Provide a simple option to neutralize the more difficult to avoid carbon GHG emissions 
 Collect money that would otherwise go out of the area to other offset funds and 
 Redirect the money to benefit both the local community and the global environment. 
 Report an official count of offsets toward the goals of the Climate Action Plan. 

 

Timeframe 
Initial conceptualization of a local carbon fund occurred in June 2018. However, the topic of carbon 
offset funds track back to discussions with 350 Corvallis members last December. The Corvallis 
Carbon Offset Fund would be expected to continue until the need for carbon offsets that benefit 
the local and global community are no longer needed, or if the lack of donations warrant its 
termination. 
 
Funding 
ICJC is an all-volunteer effort and currently has no expenses to fund, and therefore no funding 
sources. It also has no tax status. However, the administrative organization may incur some 
recurring expenses for the financial operations, such as receiving money, redirecting money to 
beneficiary organizations, acknowledging donors, bookkeeping, postage, photocopying, etc. These 
expenses are expected to be covered by incoming money. 
If an administrative organization is not found and a new organization must be created, then 
business registration and charitable tax-exempt organization filing fees would be incurred. Startup 
grant money or donations would be needed to cover these 
Third party environmental accounting certification is desirable. However, income must first grow to 
a level at which the certification expense becomes affordable. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Purchase of carbon offsets is voluntary and can be made at a level that is comfortable to the donor. 
Individuals, organizations, businesses, and governments may participate without regard to race, 
gender orientation, citizenship, age, or disability. 
Habitat for Humanity homes are built or renovated with the assistance of members of the local 
community for qualified lower income residents. 
 

mailto:bclee@peak.org
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Approvals 
Agreements with designated beneficiary organizations regarding the expected use of offset funds 
and type of reporting will be needed. Seeds for the Sol has already begun exploring a carbon offset 
funding model. Greenbelt Land Trust regularly deals with many different funding grants and 
sources, and is experienced in multisource accounting on use of funds. An agreement regarding 
donation tracking, acknowledgements, and donation collection and redirection, is needed with the 
administrative organization. IRS 501(c)3 status is very desirable as it can be a factor in encouraging 
offsets which are essentially donations. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
 
Partners 
First United Methodist Church 
Beit Am 
First Congregational United Church of Christ  
Zen Meditation Group 
Corvallis Mennonites 
First Presbyterian Church  
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy  

Urban Natural Resources 
 
 

 
Action Type: Mitigation 
 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
Floods, soil erosion, and temperatures are moderated when more vegetation growth is present. 
As mentioned earlier, solar power systems have the potential for becoming islands of resilience in 
the community when the power grid goes offline for an extended period, such as due to a major 
earthquake. Certain solar power system inverters can supply a standard outlet or circuit when the 
system is disconnected from the grid and the sun is shining on the panels. This could power 
communications radios, lighting, microwave ovens, medical equipment, smartphones, and laptops 
during emergencies. If power storage capacity is added in the coming years, these systems would 
have the ability to operate more hours when the sun is not available. 
 
Beyond generation of electricity, roof-mounted solar panels (photovoltaic modules) provide shade, 
which can reduce attic heat, which reduces the heat transmitted into the living space below. This 
lowers the amount of heat that must be removed to cool the living space. Solar panel sunshades 
and carports combine energy generation, shade, and shelter functions although these designs have 
not yet been integrated into Habitat for Humanity builds. 
 
Because the percentage of emissions neutralized by offsets is expected to be low, the impact of 
the Corvallis Carbon Offset Fund on GHG emissions is expected to be small. However, it is one of 
the few tools available to address “deep carbon” emissions until better solutions become available. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
N/A 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Suggested partners 
Other: We are uncertain which groups would be interested in becoming the administrative 
organization. It should have charitable tax-exempt status, and will take care of the 
mundane activities of receiving and redirecting funds, and acknowledging donors. The Corvallis 
Sustainability Coalition may be a reasonable choice for the administrative organization. Another 
possibility may be the Corvallis Environmental Center. Since the amount of administrative effort 
needed has not yet been estimated, it is currently undetermined whether the Sustainability 
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Coalition or the Environmental Center would be able to act as the administrative organization for 
the Corvallis Carbon Offset Fund. 
 
If ICJC or a new organization were to administer the Corvallis Carbon Offset Fund, it would need 
some funding to cover the state and Federal filing fees. It would also need to develop 
organizational articles and a formalized structure. 
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Food & Beverage Cluster Strategy 
 

Contact  
Kate Porsche, Corvallis-Benton County Economic Development Office 
Kate.Porsche@corvallisoregon.gov,  (541) 766-6416 
http://yescorvallis.org/  
 
Description 
We are working on creating a regional craft food and beverage (F&B) sector strategy focused on 
growth and assistance for the sector. There are a great number of craft food and beverage 
businesses in the Corvallis Benton County area. This initiative seeks to first understand the barriers 
that food and beverage business face, and then create a working plan to overcome those obstacles. 
We anticipate opportunities in the areas of workforce development, supply chain, creating local 
connections and the potential for F&B incubators.  
 
We would measure success on businesses assisted and connections created. There is also the 
possibility to look at job creation in the sector.  
 
This strategy is important to the area as there is great opportunity to create synergies, and 
strengthen this component of our local economy. A strong and vibrant food and beverage economy 
benefits our local businesses, creates opportunities for increased tourism, and strengthens our own 
local food networks, which is good for resiliency in our area, the environment, and our citizens. 
 
Timeframe 
This initiative is underway, but in the early stages. It began in 2018 when it was included as a 
strategic goal in the annual plan for the Economic Development Advisory Board. Staff anticipates 
that the heavy lifting for this project will take place in late 2018/early 2019, but that the initiative 
will continue for the next 2-5 years. 
 
Funding 
Funding sources for this initiative have not been identified. Our EDO has some funds, but they are 
fairly limited. I would anticipate looking for grant and partnership opportunities with the state and 
possibly from local businesses. 
 
Equity and Accessibility 
Strengthening our local food and beverage network is good for all members of our community.  
Incubation of small, or micro, businesses can be focused on disadvantaged, women, and minority 
owned businesses as well. 
 
Approvals 
No. This project has been approved to move forward by EDAB. Depending on the specific items 
implemented there may be a need for working agreements in the future; we just do not know what 
those look like yet. 
 

mailto:Kate.Porsche@corvallisoregon.gov
http://yescorvallis.org/
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Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS5: Agricultural Lands & Food Security 
IP2: Nurturing Small-to-Medium Sized Businesses 
IP3: Recruitment of New Companies & Job Creation 
IP6: Balanced Economic Growth & Livibility 
 
Partners 
Linn-Benton Community College Small Business Development Center (LBCC SBDC) 
Corvallis Foundry 
Business Oregon 
Oregon State University Extension Office 
Visit Corvallis 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Food and Agriculture 

 
 
Action Type: Mitigation & Adaptation  

 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
Cultivating local food and beverage businesses reduces our reliance on outside food. It lessens the 
transportation of threat outside food into our area, and keeps local money in the area. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
The food and beverage sector strategy, with the potential variety of projects, has a number of co-
benefits including creating a healthy local economy and local self-reliance. Not to mention 
expanding the number of great food and beverage businesses and opportunities for local, 
authentic food from our area.   
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Contact with consulting experts 
Suggested partners 
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Healthy Foods & Nutrition 
 

Contact:  
Helen Higgins, Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis 
hhiggins@bgccorvallis.org 
http://www.bgccorvallis.org/  
 
Description 
The Boys & Girls Club of Corvallis is engaged in a long range plan to build health equity for our 
members and address the root causes that lead to poor health. We are building opportunities for 
youth to have access to the highest quality local food. Currently our organization offers 
supplemental food service through partnership with our local school district. For some youth, the 
dinner meal served at the Club is the only hot meal they will eat in the evening. Through our 
nutrition education and cooking classes, we encourage children to make healthy eating choices, 
expand age-appropriate cooking skills, and try new foods like zucchini and hummus! Our Healthy 
Foods and Nutrition program creates sustainable partnerships with local social service agencies. 
The project serves youth ages 6-18 in Corvallis. 
 
We evaluate our success using participation metrics. We are in the process of developing nutrition 
standards for our snacks and developing systems to monitor the quality of our food services. We 
will measure partnership success by evaluating the sustainability and depth of the partnerships. 
 

Timeframe 
Building Healthy Lifestyles has always been a key component of our mission at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Corvallis. We have taught nutrition and provided physical fitness activities as part of our 
primary services.  Nutrition is a critical aspect of our work and we are committed to expanding 
nutrition education. In 2015 through a grant from the Lynne Ruffin-Smith Foundation, the Club 
converted a small prep kitchen and storage room into a Nutrition lab, complete with cooking 
stations, commercial ovens, and cooking equipment. established popular cooking classes and the 
annual Super Chef event competition. With partners from the community, we have begun 
expanding programs to elementary and high school youth. 
 
Funding 
This program and the youth we serve need committed, long-term volunteers with expertise in food 
delivery as a core competency. Spirit Mountain Community Fund has awarded the Club a grant to 
support this program for the 2018-2019 school year. We need ongoing funds for the cost of food 
and to continue to expand our partnerships. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Club leaders are trained in Pacific Education Group’s Beyond Diversity Courageous Conversations 
protocol to intentionally build equity in our service delivery and processes. We invited our non-
profit partners to engage in the training so that we can create an environment where staff not only 
understands multiple perspectives, but seeks to transform our services so that socially dominant 

mailto:hhiggins@bgccorvallis.org
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cultures are not establishing norms that are counterproductive to our equity efforts. The Corvallis 
School District has trained over 500 of their staff in this protocol. A Program Director from the 
Corvallis Environmental Center attended our recent September event. Future trainings will include 
additional partners. The Club and medical/dental clinics are fully accessible and meet ADA 
standards. 
 
Approvals 
Partners have established Memorandum of Understanding’s (MOU) and partnership agreements. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
ES1: Wellbeing & Basic Needs 
LT6: Access to Healthy Lifestyles 
 
Partners 
Samaritan Health Services 
Healthy Youth Program – Linus Pauling Health Institute at OSU 
Edible Corvallis – Corvallis Environmental Center  
Corvallis 509J School District  
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Home Performance Ratings 
 

Contact  
Marjorie Stevens, Energy Action Team – Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
greenstevens@gmail.com,  (541) 602-9971 
https://sustainablecorvallis.org/action-teams/energy/  
 
Description 
According to the Oregon Department of Energy, “Home Energy Performance Score systems help 
homeowners and homebuyers better understand a home's energy use, and how even small 
improvements can make a big difference in energy savings. A certified professional evaluates a 
home's performance and issues a score, similar to the bright yellow Energy Guide label found on 
home appliances. The professional will look for air leaks, check insulation levels, inspect windows 
and doors, make sure heating and cooling systems are well-maintained, check lighting, and more.” 
 
Home energy scores are required within the City of Portland limits. Portland City Code (Chapter 
17.108 Residential Energy Performance Rating and Disclosure) requires the following: 
“Prior to publicly listing any covered building for sale, the seller of a covered building, or the 
seller’s designated representative, shall: 

A. Obtain a home energy performance report of such building from a state licensed home 
energy assessor, and; 

B. Provide a copy of the home energy performance report: 
 To all licensed real estate agents working on the seller’s behalf; and 
 To prospective buyers who visit the home while it is listed publicly for sale; and 
 To the Director for quality assurance and evaluation of policy compliance. 

C. Include the Home Energy Performance Score in all real estate listings, including the Home 
Energy Performance Report if attachments are accepted by the listing service.” 
 

This initiative seeks to implement a similar program in Corvallis. Toward that end, we plan to take 
the following steps: 

1. Meet with the City’s Community Development Director to introduce the concept of 
Home Performance Ratings and the City of Portland example; discuss feasibility, 
identify potential challenges, and outline a process forward. 

2. Meet with selected City Councilors to introduce the concept of Home Performance 
Ratings and the City of Portland example. 

3. Make a public presentation to the full City Council to introduce the concept, share the 
City of Portland example, and request that City Council direct staff to implement a 
similar program. 

4. Engage local organizations and businesses in expressing their support for a Home 
Performance Rating program.    

 
 
 
 

mailto:greenstevens@gmail.com
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Why it is important: 
An energy performance rating allows prospective buyers and renters to make informed decisions 
on future energy use/cost. Property owners will be incentivized to make energy conserving and 
renewable energy production improvements to achieve a high-energy score. 
 
Outcomes: 
The City Council will adopt an ordinance and City staff will make procedural changes to enact the 
new rules. Realtors will change the listing paperwork for homes to include home energy scores as 
part of the attributes of each house listed for sale.  
 
Measure of Success: 
Homeowners in Corvallis will make changes to their properties to improve energy conservation and 
renewable energy production. Realtors’ multiple listing services will reflect home energy scores on 
properties listed for sale, and comparisons will influence purchasing choices of buyers. Jobs for 
inspectors, contractors, and retail sales will increase in response to the demand for energy 
conservation and renewable service upgrades to real estate. Greenhouse gas emissions for the 
Corvallis community based on the use of electricity and natural gas will decrease measurably. 
 
Timeframe 
The Energy Action Team initiated discussions about Home Performance Ratings in February 2017.  
Research has been ongoing, and one team member had a Home Energy Performance Score 
performed on her home prior to listing it for sale, in order to gain experience about the process. 
Desired completion of this initiative is 2018-2019. 
 
Funding 
Action Teams of the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition have budgets for incidental costs. Staff time 
has already been allocated in the Strategic Operational Plan under the heading “Steward and 
Sustain,” item S-8C (“Partner with Sustainability Coalition on climate change education outreach”). 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Lower-income residents will be able to make informed decisions on their homes’ future energy 
use/cost and will therefore be in a position to reduce their energy bills. 
 
Approvals 
City Council would need to adopt the ordinance. Consultation with City staff is required to predict 
the time frame involved. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
 
Partners 
Zach Erdman, Premium Efficiency 
Rick Flacco, Energy Trust of Oregon 
Community Development Department & City Council – City of Corvallis 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy  

 
 
Action Type: Mitigation  

 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
Homeowners will be incentivized to move their properties toward net zero energy consumption 
through pursuit of higher energy performance scores. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
A Home Performance Rating Program would create green jobs for home inspectors and contractors, 
as well as retail sales of home improvement items. 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Contact with consulting experts 
Contacts with City of Corvallis staff 
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Innovate Corvallis 
 

Contact:  
Brad Attig, Foundry Collective and Corvallis Foundry  
Brad@corvallisfoundry.com, (541) 286-5495 
www.corvallisfoundry.com  
 
Description 
Innovate Corvallis is the Corvallis Foundry’s overarching message for 2019 to further our mission 
helping communities build strong, vibrant & creative entrepreneurial ecosystems that contribute to 
improved prosperity. With a highly visible, downtown Innovation Hub offering events plus meeting, 
incubator, and co-working space we increase community member participation and bring visibility 
to innovation.  
 
We host events including Women in Tech, Women in Business, Pitchfork for Early Stage Food and 
Beverage, Veteran Entrepreneurs, Latinx Mixers, and numerous Meetup Groups including 
WordPress, Corvallis Game Developers and Creative Corvallis. These events build strong, diverse, 
entrepreneurial communities.  
 
Outcomes are measured by number of events held, entrepreneurs reached, businesses helped, 
meetups created, and diversity numbers impacted. 
 
Timeframe 
Foundry Collective organized in April of 2018 and Corvallis Foundry, our physical location opened 
at the same time. We’ve laid the groundwork this year via our events and community outreach to 
launch the Innovate Corvallis campaign in Spring of 2019. We don’t have a end date in mind and 
are looking to double our location size so that we can build on the incubator  
program, offer more space to innovators and entrepreneurs, and host more events, classes, 
programs, and panels. 
 
Funding 
At this time Foundry Collective and Corvallis Foundry is 100% earned income funded. We are 
presently exploring grants and sponsorship funding to increase our output and impact. Funding 
will be required to support our efforts 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Latinx Mixers, Veteran Entrepreneurs, LBGTQ Innovators & more. Our events are free to the public. 
 
Approvals 
N/A 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
ES4: Safe, Secure & Welcoming Community 

mailto:Brad@corvallisfoundry.com
http://www.corvallisfoundry.com/
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LT2: Education & Diversity 
LT5: Culture of Learning, Engagement & Achievement  
IP2: Nurturing Small-to-Medium Sized Businesses 
CC4: Creative Destination 
 
Partners 
Linn-Benton Community College Small Business Development Center (LBCC SBDC) 
Willamette Innovators Network (WiN) 
Corvallis-Benton County Economic Development Office 
Downtown Corvallis Association 
Visit Corvallis 
Oregon Entrepreneurs Network (OEN) 
Business Oregon 
Regional Accelerator & Innovation Network (RAIN) 
BendTECH 
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Implementing RAIN’s Venture Catalyst Model 
 
Contact:  

Corey Wright, Regional Accelerator & Innovation Network (RAIN)  
corey@oregonrain.org – (503) 507-8812 
www.oregonrain.org  
 
Description 

The Venture Catalyst model involves a community inviting Oregon RAIN to assist in onboarding a 
Venture Catalyst (a local entrepreneur or angel investor committed to long term growth of the 
startup ecosystem in the region) to lead the charge in that community. The Venture Catalyst then 
partners with the community to catalyze entrepreneurial ecosystems, connect entrepreneurs to 
resources (including overlooked entrepreneurs), and contribute to the creation of prosperous 
economies. 
 
The ultimate vision and end-goals of this model for Corvallis are the following:  

-- Corvallis supports, values, and celebrates entrepreneurs. 
-- Corvallis leaders recognize entrepreneurs as a primary creator of net new jobs. 
-- Corvallis has a thriving economy. 
-- A culture of possibilities is embraced in Corvallis. 

 
You can learn more about the Venture Catalyst model at https://www.oregonrain.org/our-model/. 
 
Timeframe 

Initiative currently underway: RAIN has been providing venture catalyst services and programming 
since 2014 and expects to continue as long as communities continue to find value. 
 
Funding 

RAIN is funded in large part by Business Oregon, with additional funding from foundations, cities, 
counties, government agencies (e.g., USDA and EDA), and corporations. 
 
Equity and Accessibility 

Our startup portfolio has a good representation by gender (approximately 50/50) and ethnicity 

(approximately 90% white, 8% Hispanic/Latino, and 2% Black). We expect similar results going 

forward due to our inclusive approach to outreach and engagement.     

Approvals 

N/A  
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 

IP1: Family & Living Wage Jobs  
IP2: Nurturing Small-to-Medium Sized Businesses 
IP4: Innovative Tech Businesses & Start-ups 
IP7: Global Economic Impants & Local Benefits  
 

mailto:corey@oregonrain.org
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Partners 

Oregon Nanoscience and Microtechnologies Institute (ONAMI) 
Oregon State University (OSU) and Oregon State University Advantage Accelerator (OSUAA) 
RAIN Eugene 
University of Oregon 
Cascade Angels  
Chambers of Commerce 
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
Linn County 
Benton County  
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Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance 
 

Contact:  
Brigetta Olson, Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services (WNHS) 
Brigetta.olson@w-nhs.org, (541) 752-7220 ext 304 
https://w-nhs.org/  
 
Description 
The Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance (LBHEA) is a program of Willamette Neighborhood Housing 
Services (WNHS) and also one of four (4) Regional Health Equity Coalitions in the state of Oregon. 
LBHEA was originally formed in 2008 to address the social determinants of health and promote 
policy, system, and environmental change in partnership with member individuals and 
organizations, with an emphasis on supporting the needs of culturally-specific and rural 
communities, and with a specific focus on communities of color. The coalition has been funded 
through the Oregon Health Authority for the last seven (7) years and has had a recognized impact 
on policy-making at the local level. 
 
The housing crisis and the challenges that it created across the Corvallis and Albany communities 
have led to an increasing need and desire for additional community engagement. Over the last five 
(5) years, the Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance has been working on building capacity for 
advocacy at the community level, first through the efforts to implement the property maintenance 
code in Corvallis, the through the efforts to strengthen the Corvallis Tobacco Retail License 
language, and most recently through the efforts to organize and develop the Benton County 
Housing Matters network of trained community advocates with support from a grant from the 
Meyer Memorial Foundation. Our lessons learned through these successful efforts show that it is 
possible and advantageous to harness the voices of the individuals and communities most affected 
by housing and health challenges if support of long-term policy changes that lead to true systems 
and environmental changes. We have also noted the continued interest for engagement coming 
from these vulnerable communities and their desire for additional capacity building opportunities. 
 

Timeframe 
Continuous, ongoing.  
 
Funding 
LBHEA has been funded by the Oregon Health Authority (through the Office of Equity and Inclusion 
and the Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Section) for the last 7 years. In addition to the 
ongoing support through state funds, we have also been recently granted funds from the Meyer 
Memorial Foundation and Intercommunity Health Network Coordinated Care Organization. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
The Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance (HEA) is a program of WNHS that has become a regional 
leader in cross-sector initiatives focused on health equity and healthy communities. With support 
from the Oregon Health Authority, over 300 individuals and organizations have been involved with 

https://w-nhs.org/
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the HEA in working to address the social determinants of health, including access to decent 
housing and healthcare. Two-thirds of the LBHEA Leadership Team is composed of people who 
identify as “people of color”, and this year the program is providing $108,000 in grant support to 
member organizations to help with capacity-building and systems change initiatives. Almost three-
quarters of these funds go to culturally-specific and rural organizations or programs. LBHEA 
member meetings address topics such as healthy housing, transportation, racism, aging, Latino and 
other ethnic minority community needs, issues affecting the LGBT+ community, rural health, 
education, and food insecurity. Meetings and events are free and open to the public; childcare and 
food is usually provided; and all meetings have simultaneous interpretation for Spanish-speaking 
participants. 
 
Among its successes, LBHEA has: 

 Successfully working to change the City of Corvallis Property Maintenance Code to provide 
healthier living conditions. 

 Helped to change the Corvallis Tobacco Retail License requirements to include vaping and 
e-cigarettes and to prohibit sales within 1000 feet of a school or an existing tobacco 
retailer. 

 Used small grants to reduce barriers to participation in LBHEA by small grassroots 
volunteer organizations. 

 Established a strong collaborative relationship with IHN-CCO that includes Alliance 
participation in the CCO’s Health Equity workgroup and on the Delivery System 
Transformation Committee. 

 Partnered with the NAACP and other social justice organizations on educational 
programming to address implicit bias and address systematic and institutional racism with 
commitment to change. 

 Changed the community dialogue and focus around health and health equity. 
 
Approvals 
N/A 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
LT1: Equitable, Accessible Health Care & Education 
ES1: Wellbeing & Basic Needs 
 
Partners 
Linn and Benton County Health Departments 
OSU Extension 
Early Learning Hub 
Samaritan Health Services 
Intercommunity Health Network 
Casa Latinos Unidos 
NAACP – Corvallis Chapter 
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Living South Town – Healthy, Prosperous & Inclusive 
 

Contact  
Brigetta Olson, Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services 
Brigetta.Olson@w-nhs.org, (541) 752-7220 ext. 304 
https://w-nhs.org/, https://www.facebook.com/livingsouthtown/  
 
Description 
Living South Town is a multi-year project that has organized South Corvallis residents in support of 
a healthy, prosperous, and inclusive neighborhood. South Corvallis is lacking many basic resources, 
but has the potential to see significant new development related to food, housing, transportation, 
and education: a commercial neighborhood center; a regional “food hub”; off-street pedestrian/bike 
paths; a new elementary school; and development of new and diverse types of affordable housing. 
These projects are more likely to happen and be done “right,” when South Corvallis residents are 
involved, energized and unified by a compelling vision of their neighborhood’s future that is based 
on a shared commitment to inclusiveness and equity; and if the neighborhood, in partnership with 
city and county government and other stakeholders, can secure the right financing and 
development tools.  
 
Central to that vison is development of a new mixed-use Neighborhood Center that will include 
shopping, offices, and housing; will serve as “the epicenter for revitalization of South Corvallis;” 
and will help make it a “complete neighborhood.” Residents and stakeholders are already excited, 
and have identified themes that build on neighborhood strengths: food and new farm-to-table 
businesses, design elements that make healthy choices the easy choices, the development of 
smaller homes designed with a commitment to sustainability, and an overall approach that 
celebrates a changing and inclusive neighborhood. Real change will only happen after 
development of new affordable housing and lease-up of the Neighborhood Center is complete.  
 
Timeframe 
A grassroots effort, Living South Town has been informally active since 2013, building awareness 
for the opportunities to improve south Corvallis in order for all resident to have safe and equitable 
access to needed resources.  Real change will only happen after development of new affordable 
housing and lease-up of the Neighborhood Center is complete. However, we do expect to see very 
real but less tangible results happening within a shorter timeframe: a neighborhood that sees 
progress being made after a 22-year wait – residents realizing results from their collective efforts 
– residents continuing to be engaged on other goals and projects because their involvement 
matters! Total development completion for the commercial site is still roughly five (5) years away. 
A final product will result in prosperous commercial center that could include a financial 
institution, full service grocery store, medical services and WNHS’ offices.   
 
Funding 
WNHS and NeighborWorks America are currently funding the initiative. We are currently working 
with the City of Corvallis to establish a tax increment financing (TIF) district for the Neighborhood 
Center site and surrounding neighborhood. 

mailto:Brigetta.Olson@w-nhs.org
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Equity and Accessibility 
South Corvallis is a low-income neighborhood and one of the most diverse communities in 
Corvallis. Improving infrastructure and bringing resources to South Corvallis will make it safer and 
livable for vulnerable populations, primarily families and children.  A neighborhood center and 
regional “food hub” will make it easier for families to access healthy foods (and reverse South 
Corvallis’ status as a food desert). Most shopping, banking and doctor visits for residents involve 
leaving South Corvallis and driving across town. For families who do not have access to a car, 
making what should be a simple trip to the grocery store or doctor becomes a daylong endeavor 
involving multiple bus rides, and navigating busy Highway 99. Working families, even those with 
cars, are limited due to the time it takes to travel to these resources. We believe children/families 
in South Corvallis should have the same opportunity to access resources that contribute to health 
as those in the rest of Corvallis. Having these resources in South Corvallis so that they are easily 
accessible will improve overall health and wellness for families. WNHS is working with community 
members to develop a unified vision for their neighborhood’s future based on a shared 
commitment to inclusiveness and equity. 
 
Approvals 
We are currently working with the City of Corvallis to establish a tax increment financing (TIF) 
district for the Neighborhood Center site and surrounding neighborhood. Willamette Neighborhood 
is represented on the Advisory Council, representing the need for more resources for low-income 
neighborhood, including safer streets and affordable housing. On October 15, 2018, the City 
Council will hold a public hearing to consider adoption of the South Corvallis Urban Renewal Plan. 
If the City Council adopts the Plan, it will then be referred to Corvallis voters no earlier than March 
of 2019. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
ES1: Well-Being and Basic Needs 
ES5: Strong, Vital Neighborhoods 
PC1: Mixed Use Development 
PC3: Diverse and Affordable Housing 
 
Partners 
Benton County Health Department  
City of Corvallis 
Benton County 
Linn-Benton Health Equity Alliance (LBHEA) 
Casa Latinos Unidos  
Samaritan Health Services 
Corvallis School District 509J 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Land Use and Transportation 

Health, Social Services & Community Well-Being 
 
 

Action Type: Adaptation  
 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
Bringing more resources to South Corvallis will reduce the need for South Corvallis residents to 
travel by car across town for groceries and other necessities. Having resources close by, street 
improvements/calming measures and bicycle paths will make residents more comfortable walking 
and riding their bike. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 

 Community livability 
 Public health and well being 
 Healthy local economy and local self-reliance 
 Equity and accessibility for low income/disadvantaged community members 

 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Contacts with City of Corvallis staff 
Suggested partners 
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Mid-Willamette Valley Food Trail 
 

Contact  
Christina Rehklau 
christina@visitcorvallis.com, (541) 757-1544 
www.visitcorvallis.com  
 
Description 
The Mid-Willamette Valley Food Trail aims to cultivate partnerships between culinary and 
agricultural businesses, strengthen local food economies and create unique experiences for visitors 
and locals alike. Program implementation provides Corvallis and Benton County a way to package 
and showcase our local farm, ranch, and other agricultural assets, as well as local culinary 
businesses that feature locally-sourced products in a brochure and online. 
 

Timeframe 
This program began in March 2019 and it is expected to be completed by March 2020. 
 
Funding 
Visit Corvallis and Albany Visitors Association are providing funds for this project. Travel Oregon 
will be providing matching funds to launch the trail. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
The trail will be open to any agritourism business within Benton County that is compliant with 
local laws and fits within the Food Trail's overarching categories. We plan on indicating what 
experiences are ADA compliant. After launching the trail in 2020, we would like to create a 
brochure translated into Spanish. 
 
Approvals 
The agritourism businesses shown on the trail brochure will need to be approved by Travel Oregon. 
They handle the approval process ensuring the businesses are compliant with local laws. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
IP2: Nurturing Small-to-Medium Sized Business 
IP6: Balanced Economic Growth with Livability 
CC5: Tourism and Visitor Attractions 
CC6: Celebrating Our History and Culture 
 
Partners 
Corvallis-Benton County Economic Development Office 
Albany Visitors Association  
Travel Oregon 

 

 

mailto:christina@visitcorvallis.com
http://www.visitcorvallis.com/
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No Food Left Behind 
 

Contact:  
Jeanette Hardison, Corvallis Sustainability Coalition  
Hardison330@gmail.com 
https://nofoodleftbehindcorvallis.org 
 
Description 
Corvallis seeks to educate residents about why and how to prevent wasted food at the consumer 
level, by implementing community outreach efforts that include a six-week Challenge to Waste 
Less Food. We anticipate reaching six to ten thousand (6,000 to 10,000) residents through our 
outreach and we will measure success with the following deliverables (subject to change): 
 
For the broader, general outreach –  

 Number of people or households reached at each outreach event 
 Number of surveys conducted at each outreach event 
 Number of households receiving Fruit & Vegetable Storage Guides during outreach events 
 Number of schools receiving our Eco-Edu-Tainment programming 
 Number of counter-top compost collection containers provided to residents  

 
For the participants in the Challenge to Waste Less Food --    

 Number of participating households  
 Number of baseline measurements and food waste generated at baseline 
 Number of each tool provided and measurable food waste prevented after implementation  
 Number of follow-up levels measured 
 Cost avoidance from wasted food prevented 

 

Timeframe 
Corvallis began Feb 15, 2018 when our grantor officially released funding. The funding is 
anticipated to last 18 months; however, there is no foreseeable end to this project. 
 
Funding 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality granted the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
$45,000 to run the No Food Left Behind - Corvallis project for 18 months. The Coalition matched 
those funds with $6000 to cover the cost of counter-top compost pails, designed to remove the 
barrier 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
N/A 
 
Approvals 
The initiative funding required a legally-binding contract with the state of Oregon, which was 
completed and signed. The initiative itself required approval by the Steering Committee of the 

mailto:Hardison330@gmail.com
https://nofoodleftbehindcorvallis.org/
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Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, since it is a project of the Coalition's Waste Prevention Action 
Team. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
 
Partners 
Republic Services 
OSU Extension 
Corvallis Public Library 
Corvallis 509J School District  
First Alternative Natural Foods Co-Op 
No Food Left Behind - OSU 
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Saving Green 
 

Contact  
Annette Mills, Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
info@sustainablecorvallis.org, (541) 230-1237 
www.sustainablecorvallis.org  
 
Description 
Although many business owners are interested in adopting more efficient and cost-effective 
sustainability practices, common barriers to implementation are lack of time, technical information, 
and staff capacity. In 2013, the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition contracted with Oregon State 
University’s Applied Social Research graduate class to explore incentives, barriers, and criteria for 
businesses to adopt sustainable practices. Their research confirmed that technical, hands-on 
assistance from a sustainability professional could help businesses move forward with their 
sustainability goals. 
 
The Sustainability Coalition’s Saving Green program was established in Fall 2017 to offer free 
assistance to small and medium-sized business and organizations in Corvallis. Assistance includes: 

• On-site assessments 
• Research and cost/benefit analyses 
• Detailed recommendations specific to the workplace in the areas of energy efficiency 

and conservation, renewable energy, water conservation, pollution prevention, waste 
prevention, recycling, hazardous waste prevention, green purchasing, and 
transportation 

• Hands-on assistance with implementation 
• Follow-up support 

 
Our part-time Sustainability Outreach Specialist provides an extensive site visit and detailed report 
to participating workplaces. Those that follow through on her recommendations are able to save 
money as well as lower their greenhouse gas emissions. In 2018, lighting retrofits alone helped 
eleven local workplaces realize annual savings of over 164,000 kW hours and $16,000 in cost 
avoidance on their power bills. 
 
The Saving Green program has the potential to dramatically decrease the greenhouse gas 
emissions of our local business sector. However, the program needs to be expanded in order to be 
most effective. It is our goal to grow the program within the next year by hiring an assistant to 
support the research and follow-up process to workplaces that is essential to maximize the 
program’s benefits. Studies and our Specialist’s past professional experience shows that on-going 
support post-assessment is where the most impactful change happens, and workplaces begin to 
implement more and more recommendations over time. 
 

Timeframe 
August 2017 – Sustainability Outreach Specialist hired to develop program October 2017 – 
Program launched October 2019 (proposed) – Program expansion 

mailto:info@sustainablecorvallis.org
http://www.sustainablecorvallis.org/
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Funding 
Initial funding sources were donations from Town & Country Realty and the City of Corvallis. The 
Sustainability Coalition maintains the program through donations to our Climate Action Fund. We 
have discussed requesting donations from participating workplaces and/or requiring a small fee for 
service, but do not yet plan to adopt such a model, as it can be a perceived barrier to participation. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
Offering the services of the Saving Green program to women and minority owned businesses and 
organizations is a priority. 
 
Approvals 
The program was approved by the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Steering Committee. 
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
SS1: Sustainable City 
SS3: Community Resiliency 
SS6: Renewable Energy 
IP2: Nurturing Small-to-Medium Sized Businesses 
IP6: Balanced Economic Growth with Livability 
 
Partners 
Corvallis Benton County Economic Development Office 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy  Consumption and Waste 
Food and Agriculture  Urban Natural Resources 

Land Use and Transportation 
 

 
Action Type: Mitigation & Adaptation  
 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
Corvallis workplaces will become more sustainable through implementation of the recommended 
actions, most of which will help reduce GHG emissions, as noted above. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
Yes, there are co-benefits, although they vary, depending on the actions taken by the individual 
workplaces. Co-benefits can include healthy local economy and local self-reliance, energy 
efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound economic investments, 
community livability, environmental quality, and ecosystem resiliency. 
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Help spread the word about the Saving Green program, and connect us with additional funding 
opportunities. 
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South Corvallis Redevelopment Area  
(Urban Renewal District) 
 

Contact  
Kate Porsche, Corvallis-Benton Economic Development Office 
Kate.porsche@corvallisoregon.gov, (541) 766-6339 
https://www.corvallisoregon.gov/cd/page/urban-renewal-south-corvallis  
 
Description 
Urban renewal is an economic development tool that provides funding for projects in specific areas 
in cities. It has been used for decades in cities around the country, including more than 100 urban 
renewal areas in Oregon. It is often used to give a boost to areas of a city that have historically 
lacked investment. 
 
The City of Corvallis is exploring the creation of an urban renewal district in South Corvallis. The 
district is intended to help provide improvements in street design and safety, access to commercial 
services and housing opportunities, and other enhancements to help make South Corvallis a 
thriving and connected neighborhood. 
 

• The potential district is slated to fund projects in these categories: 
• Affordable Housing Partnerships and Support 
• Neighborhood Center and Other Commercial and Residential Development  
• Business Support and Enhancement  
• South Corvallis Multi-Use Path 
• Street Design and Improvements 
• Millrace Stream Restoration 
• Natural Resources Management and Enhancement, and Natural Hazard Mitigation 
• Plan Administration and Planning Refinement 

 
Corvallis is one of only a handful of cities in Oregon that require a vote of the people to create the 
district. Should the electorate choose to authorize the use of this tool, collections of funds would 
begin in 2021. The plan it proposed to have a 30-year term.   
 

Timeframe 
The URD is in the final throes of the planning process. The final step of which will be a City Council 
public hearing to be held October 15. If approved by City Council the question about the use of the 
tool will be placed on an upcoming ballot for voters to decide. While that date has not yet been 
determined, possibilities that have been discussed include spring or fall of 2019 for a special 
election. 
It should be noted that roots of this initiative go back to 1997 when the South Corvallis Area 
Refinement Plan was completed through a public process. That work framed the goals of the area, 
and, paired with long-time support of neighborhood groups and citizens in the area, has matured 

mailto:Kate.porsche@corvallisoregon.gov
https://www.corvallisoregon.gov/cd/page/urban-renewal-south-corvallis
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into this attempt to use urban renewal as the tool to see these community-changing projects come 
to fruition. 
 
Funding 
The urban renewal district will use tax-increment to fund the projects. Urban renewal will be used 
to leverage other resources such as grants, loans, tax-credits, and private and non-profit 
development. 
 

Equity and Accessibility 
The projects in the urban renewal plan will provide for sound economic investments; improve 
community livability, public health and well-being; provide for a healthy local economy and local 
self-reliance; and create equity and accessibility for low income/disadvantaged community 
members. 
 
Approvals 
Yes, most notably a vote of the Corvallis electorate.  
 
Community Action Plan (CAP) Objectives 
ES2: Community Affordability  
ES5: Strong, Vital Neighborhoods 
SS3: Community Resiliency  
SS4: Open Spaces, Natural Areas and Wetlands Protection 
SS6: Renewable Energy 
LT2: Education and Diversity 
IP1: Family & Living Wage Jobs 
IP2: Nurturing Small-to-Medium Sized Business  
IP6: Balanced Economic Growth with Livability  
CC7: Natural Surroundings 
PC1: Mixed Use Development  
PC2: Integrated Parks, Green Spaces and Public Places 
PC3: Diverse and Affordable Housing 
PC4: Stable, Healthy Neighborhoods 
PC5: Alternative Transportation and Public Transit 
 
Partners 
Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services 
Living South Town 
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Which sections of the Climate Action Plan does your Initiative address? 
Buildings and Energy 

Urban Natural Resources 
Land Use and Transportation 

Health, Social Services and Community Well-Being 
 
 
Action Type: Mitigation and Adaptation  
 
What direct impact will your project have on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and/or 
preparing community members to adapt to the impacts of climate change (drought, 
wildfires, flooding, etc.)? 
The urban renewal plan includes projects that will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions including 
transportation projects to create safer bike and pedestrian routes, creating more commercial local 
opportunities in South Corvallis (so residents of South Corvallis won’t need to drive as much),  and 
the potential to fund energy efficiency projects in new or rehabilitated buildings.  
Also included in the plan is a project to look at Natural Resources Management and Enhancement, 
and Natural Hazard Mitigation, including work on the Mary’s river related to flooding and 
emergency of the area. 
 
Does your project have any co-benefits (e.g. healthy local economy and local self-
reliance, energy efficiency and greater energy independence from fossil fuels, sound 
economic investments, community livability, environmental quality and ecosystem 
resiliency, public health and well-being, equity and accessibility for low 
income/disadvantaged community members)? 
The urban renewal district, with its variety of projects, has a number of co-benefits including 
creating a healthy local economy and local self-reliance, the opportunity to focus on energy 
efficiency, community livability, and increase affordable housing opportunities benefitting South 
Corvallis. Many of these projects create broader benefit for the entire community, like the creation 
of additional affordable housing opportunities, which will help to relieve the pressure felt 
throughout our community.   
 
What type of help, if any, do you need from the members of the Climate Action 
Advisory Board? 
Contact with consulting experts 
Suggested partners 
Other: There is the potential to fund some pilot projects focused on the above-indicated goals to 
highlight certain technologies, or building programs. Connections to interested developers or 
partners who may be interested in these types of projects would be very helpful. 
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